
Societal Impact of  Social Sciences,

Humanities & Arts Conference 
2- 4 November, Stockholm

Parallel Session(K.13)

Inclusive engagement with the broader community

#SSHA22



Societal Impact of  Social Sciences,

Humanities & Arts Conference 
2- 4 November, Stockholm

#SSHA22

Inclusive engagement with the broader community

Ursula Gobel
Vice-President, Stakeholder Engagement and Advancement of  Society, 

Social Science & Humanities Research Council, Canada



ADVANCING

ENABLINGEXCELLENCE,BUILDINGPARTNERSHIPS,CONNECTINGWITHCOMMUNITIES

AEISIS - SOCIETALIMPACTOFSOCIALSCIENCES, HUMANITIESANDARTS2022

URSULAGOBEL,VICE-PRESIDENT,STAKEHOLDERENGAGEMENTANDADVANCEMENTOFSOCIETY
NOVEMBER4,2022



Social Sciencesand Humanities Research 
Council of Canada (SSHRC)

Federalagencymandatedto promote 
and supportresearchand training in 
the social sciencesandhumanities

Throughprograms,collaborationsandknowledge 
mobilizationactivitiesSSHRC:

ҫ Trains the next generation of talented, 
creativethinkersanddoers

ҫ Buildsknowledge andunderstandingabout
people,culturesandsocieties

ҫ Drivesthe innovationsthat addressthe 
challengesof todayandtomorrow



FUNDINGOPPORTUNITIES

RESEARCH TRAINING AND 
TALENT DEVELOPMENT
Buildingthe next generationof
leaders andequipping them for 
research-intensivecareers 
acrossthe economyandsociety

INSIGHT RESEARCH
Fosteringresearch-based
knowledgeaboutpeople

RESEARCHPARTNERSHIPS
Supportingthe flow and 
exchangeof that knowledge 
within andbeyondacademe.

ωaŀǎǘŜǊΩǎScholarships

ωDoctoralScholarships

ωPostdoctoralFellowships

ωInsight DevelopmentGrants

ωInsightGrants

ωSupportto institutions

ωConnectionGrants

ωSupportfor Journals

ωKnowledgeSynthesisGrants

ҫ Partnership DevelopmentGrants
ҫ PartnershipGrants
ҫ PartnershipEngageGrants

PARTNERSHIPS

Within the academic communityandbetweenacademe, 
industry,government, not-for-profitsand communities



EVALUATIONOFSSHRCPARTNERSHIPFUNDINGOPPORTUNITIES2018



GROWINGSUPPORTFORFULLRANGEOF PARTNERSHIPGRANTS
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INCREASEDDEMANDANDSUPPORTFOR 
PARTNERSHIPENGAGEGRANTS
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PARTNERSBYSECTORINDICATESTRONGENGAGEMENTFROM 
COMMUNITIESANDNOT-FOR-PROFITORGANIZATIONS
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RaceGenderandDiversityInitiative

Ålaunchedin 2021to supportcommunity-basedandcommunity-led research 
partnershipswith postsecondaryinstitutionsthat aregroundedin the lived 
experienceof underrepresentedor disadvantagedgroupsandthat analyzethe 
causes andpersistenceof systemicracismanddiscrimination.

ÅValueandDuration:Up to $450,000overthree years.

Å171 eligibleapplicationsweresubmittedand46projectswereawarded
amountingto a total investment of approximately$19.3M.

ÅApplicationswereadjudicatedby a diverse,multidisciplinaryand multi-sectoral 
selectioncommittee,representingcademic,public,privateandnot-for-profit 
sectorswith a diversityof researchandlivedexperience.



RaceGenderandDiversityInitiative
Examples ofprojects funded:

Å EveryChildMatters:FosteringCulture-BasedApproachesWithin Childhood 
LearningSpacesAcrossUrbanIndigenousCommunitiesτMagdaSmolewski, 
OntarioFederationof IndigenousFriendship Centres

Å Expériencedesélèvesnoirsaupréscolaire-primaire: comprendrelesdynamiques 
de racismeet de constitutionprécocedesinégalités,et soutenirl'agentivitédes 
acteursen vuede lesneutraliserτGinaLafortune,Universitédu Québecà 
Montréal

Å Anti-IndigenousRacismandCulturalSafetyin MaternalandChildHealthcarefor
Inuit: Perspectivesfrom Arviat,NunavutτZouaVang,McGillUniversity

Å Alliancede rechercheet d'actionalternativesinclusivesen santé mentaleτ
LourdèsRodriguezDelBarrio,Universitéde Montréal



STRENGTHENINGINDIGENOUSRESEARCHCAPACITY

ÅA priority of the Canada Research Coordinating 
Committee to advance reconciliation and help build 
Indigenous research capacity by working with Indigenous 
communities to develop and support new models for 
Indigenousresearchandresearchtraining



StrategicDirections
andGuidingPrinciples

Self -determination: fostering the right 
for First Natio ns, Inuit and Métis peopl es  
to set the ir own research priorities

Decolonization of research: respecting 
Ind igenou s ways of knowin g and  
supporti ng comm unit y-led research

Accountability: strengthening 
accountabil ity in respect ing Ind igenou s  
ethics and proto cols in research and  
ident ifying the benefi ts and impacts of  
research in Indige nous comm unit ies

Equita ble access: facili tati ng and  
promoti ng equitable access and support  
for Ind igenou s student s and researchers





GOAL& OBJECTIVES

Through the Imagining /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ Future(ICF) initiative, SSHRC mobilizes and leverages 

social sciences and humanities research, talent and expertise to address /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 

future, long-term societalchallenges ina globalcontext.

× Gaincriticalinsights into the complexities ofthe challengeareas

× Identifyresearchgapsandstrengths

× Establisha robustevidencebasefor challengeareas

× Inform decision-makingin the public,private and not-for-profit sectors

× Buildresearchcapacityandcommunitiesof interest

× Facilitatecollaborationandpartnership withpublic,private and community 

sectors

13

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/society-societe/community-communite/Imagining_Canadas_Future-Imaginer_l_avenir_du_Canada-eng.aspx


IMAGINING CANADAôSċUŎUREÏRAMEWORK
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FUTURECHALLENGESAREAS(2022-2025)
Environment
Livingwithin9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ
CarryingCapacity(2019)
ThePervasiveContaminationof
theάbŀǘǳǊŀƭέ

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Economy
Working in the DigitalEconomy
(2020)
GlobalHealth& Wellness

Technology

Humanity+
TheEvolving Bio-Age
Balancing Risks & Benefits in the 
EmergingSurveillanceSociety

15

Society

TheEmergingAsocialSociety (2021)

ShiftingDynamicsof Privilegeand 
Marginalization

BuildingBetterLives Acrossthe GenderSpectrum

InhabitingChallengingEnvironments
Governance
Envisioning Governance Systems that Work 
TheChallengingNatureof Security and 
Conflict

Art andCulture
TruthUnderFirein a Post-FactWorld 
The Arts Transformed
EvolvingNarrativesof HistoriesandCultures





ҫ Visit our website:www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca
ҫ Subscribe to our eNewsletter:Dialogue
ҫ Follow@SSHRCand@TIPS_SPIIE

@SSHRC_CRSH FACEBOOK YOUTUBE

@SSHRC_CRSH LINKEDIN

STAYCONNECTED  
WITHSSHRC

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/


THANK YOU / MERCI!
URSULAGOBEL

URSULA.GOBEL@SSHRC-CRSH.GC.CA

mailto:URSULA.GOBEL@SSHRC-CRSH.GC.CA
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National Historic Preservation Act- Section 106

The section 106 process seeks to accommodate historic preservation concerns with the 
needs of Federal undertakings through consultation among the agency official and other 
parties ... The goal of consultation is to identify historic properties potentially affected by 
the undertaking, assess its effects and seek ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate any 
adverse effects on historic properties. 

https://www.achp.gov/sites/default/files/regulations/2017-02/regs-rev04.pdf



Three 
Examples

Å What is the role of conflict and memory?

Å Whose story is it? 

Å Researcher, descendant  community,  interested 
communities

Å Addressing inequities from the past and in the present

Å Role of ownership and access

Å What is the outcome and how do we measure impact?

Ludlow

Fort Ann

Newtown



Fort Anne Battlefield

Å Fort Ann, New York, United States 

Å American Revolution battle July 7-8, 1777

Å tŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ WƻƘƴ .ǳǊƎƻȅƴŜΩǎ 
Saratoga Campaign

Å American victory that was pivotal in 
stopping the British campaign



Fieldwork and 
Mediation

Å Battle Hill threatened by potential 
granite and topsoil mine

Å Local American Legion Post led 
preservation effort

Å Archaeology testing with specific 
methods decided the path of 
preservation



Outcome

Å Preservation of Battle Hill

Å Plans for a local park 

Å Increased tourism 



Ludlow Massacre 

Å Ludlow, Colorado, United States

Å September 1913- Coal miners and 
families join United Mine Workers strike

Å [ǳŘƭƻǿ {ǘǊƛƪŜǊǎΩ /ƻƭƻƴȅ
Å 200 tents and 1,200 strikers and families 

Å April 20, 1914- Ludlow Massacre

Courtesy of the Denver Public Library



Engagement-
The Ludlow Collective

ÅArchaeological field research as outreach
ÅDissemination of Research
Å Co-publication with the descendant community

Å Teaching Institute 

Å Traveling exhibit

ÅCollaboration with present-day unions
Å Speeches and exhibits for the annual memorial 

service

Å Joining solidarity dinners

ÅCommemoration of the centennial 
Å Story Map- https://arcg.is/18yCKD

Mcguire, Randall & Reckner, Paul. (2005). Building a Working Class 
Archaeology. 10.1007/0-387-22831-4_11. 

https://bingweb.binghamton.edu/~rmcguire/Ludlow-CO.html



Outcome

ÅNamed a National Historic Landmark in 2009

ÅNew interpretative signage

ÅContinued part of the national discussion on 
labor in the United States

ÅPart of the Colorado education curriculum

ÅContinued preservation and commemoration

Courtesy of the Karin Larkin



The Sullivan-Clinton Campaign 
Or The Great Whirlwind

Å American Revolution- June-September 
1779

Å DŜƴŜǊŀƭ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 
against British allied Iroquois or 
Haudenosaunee

Å Continental Army destroyed ~40 
Haudenosaunee villages



Battle of Chemung-
August 13, 1779

Battle of Newtown-
August 29, 1779

Newtown and Chemung



George Clinton

Cornplanter

(Gaiänt'wake)

William Sherman

John Jay



Newtown and Chemung- Engagement
Å Co-research and publication with Native American scholars

Å Meetings with landowners and Native American descendants

Å New memorials- signs 







New signs- New perspectives



Measuring 
Engagement

Å Contextual

Å Material outcomes- quantifiable 
Å Lands preserved
Å Interpretive signs
Å Public engagement numbers
Å Regional Economic Impact

Å Intangible- qualitative
Å Community partnerships
Å Memory
Å Public discourse

Courtesy of the Denver Public Library
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