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άbŜǾŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
humanity have so many 
written so much while having 
ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǎƻ ŦŜǿέ









ά²Ŝ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ Ƙŀǎ 
come to move from a purely 
defensive stanceΧSocial 
Sciences & Humanities have to 
ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ άƛƳǇŀŎǘέ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
way ςthe term needs to be 
άǊŜ-ƭƻŀŘŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ 
sense of responsibility and 
reflecting a different self-
image of their role and 
Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ 
Thomas König, Helga Nowotny
& Klaus Schuch



SDGs: the lingua franca of 
interdisciplinary global 
challenges research



Renewed confidence & 
creativity in our evidence, 
advocacy & alliance-building



We can create our own 
economies of promise 



Possibilities of somenew metrics & research data platforms



HOW DO WE AVOID 
STRETCHING PEOPLE 
IN TOO MANY 
DIRECTIONS? 
ARE INCENTIVES 
MISALIGNED ?

7 PRIORITIES FOR HIGH-IMPACT 

SOCIAL SCIENCE



1. Be critical, confident transdisciplinarians

A multidisciplinary approach draws upon the strengths or 
expertise of different disciplines, and more effectively 
joins up their findings, but leaves disciplinary boundaries 
(and sometimes hierarchies) intact.  

An interdisciplinary approach involves the fuller 
integration of disciplines, to develop potentially novel 
ways of approaching research questions, recognising that 
there is a diversity of ways to understand and address 
particular problems.

Transdisciplinaryresearch not only integrates expertise 
from across academic disciplines, but also involves 
societal stakeholders in the design stage, and throughout 
the research process.  In transdisciplinaryresearch, 
knowledge can come from beyond academic disciplines, 
and insights are often provided through other kinds of 
tacit knowledge ςas held by local communities, 
businesses, social movements or practitioners.



2. Keep it complex & embrace the messiness



оΦ DŜǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨǘŜŀƳ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ



4. Take the argument into the strongholds of STEM



5. Invest in new spaces for collaboration & knowledge 
exchange



6. Expand notions of leadership & the criteria & indicators 
we use for hiring, promotion & assessment



тΦ LƴǾŜǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ΨǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩ





African Academy of Sciences
Austrian Science Fund (FWF)

Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI)
Dutch Research Council (NWO)

Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI)
Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research 

Novo Nordisk Foundation
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)
UK Research & Innovation (UKRI)

Volkswagen Foundation
WellcomeTrust/DBT India Alliance

WellcomeTrust



²Ƙȅ ΨǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩΚ

ÁEvidence tends to be narrow, fragmented, rarely generalisableand not  
actionable by funders.

ÁThere is little funding for meta-research studies that could usefully 
inform funding policy and practice.

ÁFunders need to participate as collaborators and end-users of research 
through the co-design, co-development and co-production of research.

ÁThere should be a clearly defined set of research questions where 
funding data, policies and practices can be shared.






